
Watching Music 
 

For this module I am going to be creating a research project through the means of a 
symposium based around the idea of music and how music is documented through the 
means of photography. 
 
My project will look to explain how music photography came about, the way in which 
the two forms work together and the control that such features have over the audience. 
So much so that photographers nowadays not only document the artists but also the 
fans and the industry has become to work hand in hand with each other.  Bringing about 
the questions of what is the essence of music photography that people say they can see 
music. Why is photography so important to music and its fans? Where did it start and 
what is its future? Based on the fact that many musicians have turned to photography so 
to document theirs or their fellow musicians music and to  
 
For this I will approach the issue by looking at a range of sources for my research 
including books and academic articles based on essays and of people who have asked 
questions about the art of music and photography alongside the cultural value. I will 
also look at magazines, videos and TV programs in which music photography is the final 
creation. On top of looking at my own knowledge from doing shoots and previously 
watching practitioners working in this area. For a deeper insight I am also going to look 
for interviews done by iconic photographers who have become established in the field 
so to gain their thoughts on the subject.  
 
This means I will be focusing on work of people including Martin Parr as well as music 
photographers such as Mick Rock, Anthony Corbjin, and Annie Leibovitz. Other music 
photographers that draw interest alongside this are Mike Peters and Melissa Auf der 
Maur, whom have both been or are members of bands but have taken up the art of 
music photography on the side.  Alongside music videos of Queen, The Cure and the 
books by Jimmy Page and Manic Street Preachers who represent their music and lives 
through photography. While in the theoretical aspect I will be looking at works by 
Roland Barthes, Heather K. Pinson and  Simon Reynolds. 
 
After collecting my research I will arrange my sources so that I can gather as many 
points as possible that build a for and against on music photography along with build a 
list of points that I have selected that inform and answer the questions in which I ask or 
that build on my research project with as much insight as possible. That way I am able 
to answer the question that my symposium will start out with. This will also bring out 
the key features to inform my presentation of which I am able to base my script around. 
 
Along the way though, this will no doubt gain difficulties as music photography is only 
seen as a subgenre so there may not be many resources at hand for my work however 
through options of the university library, other libraries both university and local plus 
access to sites such as YouTube, Google and social media. I should be able to build 
enough of a coherent list of sources so to form the outcome of my work without too 
many problems. Even though I know that it may include a bit of searching and travel I 
should also be able to gain access to the information I need which will not be all based in 
one place.  I will also have to use my time wisely so to have enough time to go through 
my large set of information from what I do find. 



 
PLAN SCHEDULE OF WORK 
So to plan out my work as I have come up with this timetable detailing what I should be 
doing by what deadline so to keep on track and help me keep motivated. This is created 
inline with the class timetable so to be organized between the two parts involved in the 
symposium. 
 
TIMETABLE 
TASK DEADLINE 

 READING ALL COV UNI BOOKS FOR SYMPOSIUM/ 
READ BOOKS FROM BIRMINGHAM LIBRARIES 

24th /2nd 
December 

 PROPOSAL COMPLETE 

 READ ALL ART TEXTS/ MY BOOKS AND ONLINE 
BOOKS 

 LOCATE INTERVIEWS AND ARTICLES 

24TH/ 2ND 
December 

 RESEARCH BACKGROUND OF MUSIC PHOTOGRAPHY 
FOR FULL DETAIL 

 PLAN SCRIPT LAYOUT 
 HAVE A FULL COHERENT LIST FOR BIBLIOGRAPHY 

AND LIST OF REFERENCES 
 MAKE SURE ALL BOOKS/TEXTS IS READ BY THIS 

POINT 

2ND December 

 START WRITING SCRIPT 
 PLAN PRESENTATION LAYOUT 

2nd December 

 HAVE FULL SCRIPT  
 WORK ON PRESENTATION 

9th/16th 
December (over 
Christmas)  

 
 
 


